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Incomes and Prices *
BY BRYAN W. MONAHAN
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for it.

FREEDOM AND INFLATION
by Bryan W. Monahan
The essential facts concerning the mechanics of
inflation, and the accountancy modifications which
would eliminate it.

45p, including postage
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We gather from a remark of Dr. W. R. Inge in the
Sunday press that the idea of inevitable progress towards
good as a result of the mere lapse of time-an
idea closely
connected, if not identical with Darwinism-is
known to
theologians as "the Western heresy". It is singular that from
every quarter we hear the opinion expressed that the European Age is passing, an idea linked with the rise of Eastern
political ideologies such as Marxism. That is to say, we have
succumbed to the East, because of our own unsoundness. It
is highly important to realise that the idea and the retrogression have been contemporaneous;
that it is almost
possible to say that the prevalence of "the Western heresy"
has driven out of Europe that subtle quality which gave
poise and resistance to the European. If Europe (and Great
Britain) are to be saved, they have to recover their soul.
There is no hope in the stampede of the Gadarene swine.
In the economic plane, as in the social structure, the future
of this country lies, as it always has lain, with quality, not
mass-production; and there will be no quality-production
if
Professor Laski has his way.
We make no pretence of ability to judge the inevitability
or otherwise of cultural defeat. But we notice in many
quarters a new awareness of what we have been proclaiming
to the best of our ability for the past ten years-' -that the
wars and economic depressions of this century were consciously planned to induce the psychological background for
a world revolution which would use the exaggerated and
manufactured prestige of "Labour" to eliminate the prestige
of culture, and, "in war, or under threat of war" to replace
the vitality and attraction of the old Europe by the drab uniformity of a Russian workers-ant-heap. That is a new feature
in the situation; and it may be that the shock of the election
has wakened many people to the fact that the greatest war
of all is still to be fought-to
a conclusion, this time. For
it is evident that the root of insecurity, both personal and
national, is embedded in the rise of the politics of mass
democracy. The mere mechanism is immaterial; what is
deadly is the technique, however embodied, of using mass
action against minorities.
3
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It may quite reasonably be asked at this point, "What do
you mean by culture-a
word which in itself may mean
anything from a bacteriological preparation to the output of
a ladies' school?" While a short answer is not easy, we are
more and more convinced that one very important
component of the culture we have in mind is ritual. We are the
more certain in this respect because of the existence of two
factors amongst many. The first is that the most important
forces in the world, the Catholic Church and Freemasonry,
are obviously based on ritual. And the second is the persistent campaign of ridicule waged through the press and
the "B." B.C. against the ritualistic basis of the English tradition. It is relevant to this matter that, on no less authority
than that of Sir Paul Dukes, "The Comintern was founded
with this specific aim" (the overthrow of existing institutions) "and the British Empire was declared to be the main
target of the Revolutionary
crusaders".-(The
Tablet,
August 11, 1945).
Every effort is made to suggest that ritual is a "class
trick"; that "Manners rnakyth man" has no reality in comparison with a six valve radio or a rousing gangster film
straight from Hollywood. There could be no greater falsity.
The culture we have in mind is far more extensively diffused
amongst the "lower income brackets" than amongst the ornaments of Big Business. But it is not politically effective-in
fact, the generous tolerance which goes with, and is the outcome of it, has been used to enlist its suffrages to its own
destruction
as well as the permanent
enslavement
of the
populace.
But of course the whole question is beyond argument. No
honest person hesitates to admit the detects of the nineteenth
century while claiming that it was the high watermark of
modern civilisation. No instructed person has any doubt that
it was, fundamentally,
the corruption of the English tradition by the essentially "vulgar rich" on both sides of the
Atlantic and the North Sea to which practically all those
defects can be traced-the
same vulgar rich who are using
mass democracy to complete the ruin they have conceived.
And the bulwark against these vulgar rich was tradition; a
national ritual arrived at by centuries of trial and elimination. It is in the failure to present that tradition as a living
force of which to be immeasurably proud, instead of as something for which to make apology, that the so-called Conservative Partv-e-a ,body, as such, without a soul-has
been guilty
of the unforgivable
sin, and must suffer for it. And the
most deadly error we can make is to look to it, in its present
form; for salvation.

The Socialist Fallt:lcy
Colin Clark, in Putting the Population Explosion in Perspective,
attacks the scarcity obsession, which alone gives socialism any
reason for existence. For if food and other necessities fail to
supply a people's needs, then a policy of fair shares with attendant control and planning can be justified. But where scarcity
arises from a deliberate policy of repression, then socialism
appears as a handy weapon to crush freedom and initiative.
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Moreover this imported doctrine attacks the possibility of independence through its teaching that paid labour for the State alone
justifies a person's existence, This it demonstrates by its attack
on private medicine or schools)in its taxation on production and
its insistence on "foreign aid".
But Colin Clark, director of the Agricultural Research Institute, Oxford, denies that half the world's population suffers
from hunger, although he admits there is malnutrition in India
and China, the latter being largely due to "crass political interference with an ancient and delicately balanced agricultural
system." He notes that if the Indian farmer cultivated his land
with the care of the Japanese, he could nearly quadruple his
yield of rice. He further gives encouraging reports on possibilities of cultivation in Africa and Asia.
Yet we find the Rev. Laurence Bright advocating "Christians
for Socialism!" in The Tablet and Mr. Douglas Hyde writing some
objections. (September 27 and October 4, 1975). Mr. Hyde
points out that the philosophy of Marx and Engels was "unashamedly atheistic, based on the belief that man is a material
creature living in a purely material world." He further complains
that Marxism has so far "ridden rough-shod over the individual,
subordinating him to the interests of the masses or the cause",
and asks whether this is built into the system or could be
humanised. Fr. Bright in his reply relies wholly on abstractions.
Marxist theory, he states, arises from and is concerned with "very
specific needs in the struggle to achieve socialism", and the chief
purpose of the "Christians for Socialism" movement "will surely
be the practical one of involving Christians in the class struggle,
and on the correct side."

Fr. Bright appears oblivious to the sponsors of communism,
some of the world's riche-t and most ruthless men, and he shuts
his eyes to the results, which spread from the Irish Red Army to '
the Berlin Wall, and which include empires of hunger and fear. "Russia used to export corn but now cannot feed herself: the
population may have doubled, but yields should have also increased. Solzhenitsyn has complained that Russian citizens "have
to render unto Caesar what is God's." (Time digest, quoted in
H. Fraser's The Fort Betrayed.)
Indications of the kind of future favoured by Fr. Bright are
given by J. Mitterand, the masonic authority, who says of his craft
that "they go even as far as to envisage the possibilities of a world
government." He adds, "whether it is a question of the building
of Europe ... or of sexual freedom, of socialism or simply of the
rights of man, whereas dogma thinks in terms of the past, freethinking looks towards the future." (quoted by H. Fraser in
Freemasonry and the Church: Are they compatible?) Marcel
Clement, commenting on Mitterand in L 'Homme Nouveau,
September 2, 1973, remarks, "it is a question of nothing less than
the establishment of the world government of an 'anti-Church:"
The Anglican clergyman who, calling himself Vindex, wrote
Light Invisible twenty years ago, made the contrast plain enough,
saying, "The liberal Christian has more in common with the
liberal Jew or the liberal Buddhist than he has with the bigotries
of either extreme Protestantism or extreme Catholicism, Anglo
or Roman." This rules out the possibility of any contribution in the
manner of Fr. Bright today being specifically Christian.
The Archbishops have asked, in a Pastoral Letter to be read to
their congregations, what sort of society people want. I should
have thought that people undoubtedly want to lead their lives
with the minimum of State interference, and that in view of Colin
Clark's analysis the desire is practicable enough, as long as finance
is adjusted to reflect the facts.
________
~_------~H:.S.
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